[image: ]
Clarifications for Tender Number 47/2025

Subject: Tender No. 47/2025 – “Upstream Oil and Gas Auditing, Inspection, HSE” and “Evaluation and Advisory Services with regard to Hydrocarbon Resources and Reserves and Gas Storage Planning in Israel”

The Ministry hereby publishes answers to questions and requests for clarification in the framework of the above mentioned Tender.
Together with the Ministry’s answers, the amended version of the Tender Documents is hereby published, in accordance with the Ministry’s answers.
It is clarified that the Ministry’s answers shall constitute an integral part of the terms of the agreement(s) to be signed with the successful bidder(s) under this Tender.


	#
	Section
	Details of question / clarification
	MoE Answers

	1
	1.2
	In section 1.2 Bid bound paragraph 1.2.4 its states that the Bid Bond shall be subject to Israeli Law.  

Clarification: as it is unlikely a US bank will agree to have this clause can this be waived?
	We are unable to entertain changes to this provision.

	2
	2.1/2.2
	Does the same criteria apply for Basket 2, i.e.
1) the Project Manager can be included as a leading expert,
2) and one expert may cover more than one discipline?
	1) Yes. The tender document has been updated accordingly (last sentence of Section 2.2g).
2) No. Each discipline must have a dedicated expert.

	3
	2.1.2
	Where does Leading International Expert fit into the pricing scheme?
	The Ministry clarifies that the classification of “Leading International Experts” in Section 2.1 of the Tender refers to the functional and professional structure of the consulting team and does not constitute a separate pricing category. For the purpose of the Price Quote Form (Appendix C1), the “Leading International Experts” are included under the Senior Expert rate category.
This clarification is intended solely to assist in the interpretation of the Tender and does not amend or modify any of its provisions.


	4
	2.1.3
	Can you clarify the number of years experience expected for Senior and Junior Experts. Do Junior experts require fewer years experience than Senior experts? If so, how many?
	Basket 1: The Ministry clarifies that the requirement of “at least 7 years of supervision experience” refers specifically to Senior Experts.
Junior Experts are expected to possess relevant professional experience and technical qualifications appropriate to their supporting role within the project team, typically equivalent to a minimum of 3 years of relevant experience in their respective discipline.
For the avoidance of doubt, this clarification does not lower the professional standard required under the Tender but rather specifies the intended differentiation between the two levels of expertise.
This clarification is provided for interpretation purposes only and does not amend the Tender Documents.


	5
	2.1(h)
	Similar to Item A1.4, is it correct that the PM should assign team members required to travel to Israel within 5 business days, for MoE approval?
	[bookmark: _Hlk210129513]This section will be amended to read that consultants are required to make their best efforts to travel within five business days. In the event that the Bidder experiences significant difficulties in meeting this timetable, and submits a written request to that effectthe Ministry may approve a travel time of up to ten business days.


	6
	2.1  pg.12
	Does Table 2 cover the Project Manager and leading experts only? And for senior and Junior experts a CV and certificate of education only is required.
	The Ministry clarifies that Table 2 applies to the Project Manager and all designated Senior Experts, including (under Basket 1) those identified as Leading International Experts.
Accordingly, for each of these positions, the Bidder shall submit:
– a detailed CV,
– certificates indicating education,
– relevant documentation demonstrating experience, and
– a completed Table 2 summarizing previous experience, as specified in the Tender.
For Junior Experts, submission of a CV and education certificates only shall suffice; completion of Table 2 or additional supporting documentation is not required.
The Ministry reserves the right to request additional information with regard to any team member's experience and/or education, and/or to request that this information or part thereof be signed and verified by an attorney.
For the avoidance of doubt, this clarification is provided for interpretation purposes only and does not amend the Tender Documents


	7
	2.12  pg.12
	Could you clarify this clause - in a different country to what?
	This section should be read to mean that the requirement is for a minimum of three clients, whose ultimate parent companies are headquartered in three different countries. For example, a Bidder meeting this qualification is one that has conducted the requisite number of projects with the requisite budget for clients whose ultimate parent companies are headquartered in the United States, United Kingdom and the Netherlands.


	8
	2.2  pg.14
	There is a discrepancy between the two baskets here - Basket 1 requires consulting services for Government ministries or listed oil and gas companies whose annual revenues exceed USD 50 Billion. Basket 2 requires the companies to be listed in the top 50 of the Energy Intelligence Top 100 or similar. The majority of companies in the top 50 are either not involved in oil and gas exploration/production/operations (instead they are supply/pipeline/refining/downstream etc) or do not externally audit their reserves/resources, so projects for these companies would not be related to the scope of the ITT Basket 2. 
Is it the size of the project that is key? or the size of the company? since we note mid-sized E&P companies not listed in the top 50, still carry out projects or are partners in projects meeting the value required in the ITT. 
Can the description used for Basket 1 (Item 2.1.f., page 9) be used for Basket 2 item 2.2.g (Page 14) to be consistent?
	The professional requirements differ between the Baskets. However, changes were made to Sections 2.2 and 8.2 (Item 4) in order to accommodate some of the concerns.

	9
	2.2(g)
	it says the budget for "at least 10 E&P projects, each with a total budget of at least $2 billion" meaning each project is 200 million USD?


	
It means that each exploration and production project should have the budget (exploration and production budget) of not less than 2 Bln US$ per project.
Note: The numbers of E&P project of the size at least 2 Bln US$ in which the Bidder participated as the consultant on the service, described in Appendix A2, was corrected from 10 to 5.



	10
	6(b)
	
The Ministry clarifies that there is no separate Appendix L attached to the Tender Documents.
The reference to “Appendix L (the Insurance Certificate)” in Section 6(b) was included in error and should be understood as referring to the insurance requirements stipulated in Section 9 of Appendix B (the Agreement).
Accordingly, Bidders are not required to submit any additional document entitled “Appendix L” with their Bid.
All insurance obligations remain as defined under Appendix B of the Tender.
This clarification is provided solely for interpretive purposes and does not amend or modify the Tender Documents.

	Refers to Appendix L, but there is no appendix L included in the document

	11
	6(d)
	Submission date is stated as November 16, 2025 – please confirm that the submission date is actually December 16, 2025 as per the schedule on page ¾
	
The Ministry clarifies that the official Bid Submission Deadline is December 16, 2025, at 14:00 Standard Israel Time, as indicated in the Tender schedule on page 4.
The reference to “November 16, 2025” in Section 6(d) was a typographical error.
Accordingly, all Bidders shall ensure that their proposals are submitted no later than December 16, 2025, both in hard copy and in digital format, in accordance with the submission instructions in Section 6.
The Tender Committee reserves the right to amend the Submission Deadline, at its sole discretion, by issuing an official written clarification or addendum on the Ministry’s website.
The Ministry encourages the Bid’s documentation delivery in time in full complexity that could require accurate allocation of the time for that . The Ministry is not responsible for any possible courier delay and will not be able to change Bid submission deadline because of this matter.

	12
	6(d)
	It is stated in Section 6 that the deadline for submission of Bids is November 16, 2025, at 14:00, Standard Israel time (the “Bid Submission Deadline” or the “Submission Deadline”) however in  page 3 of the tender “Summary of the anticipated Tender schedule” table the deadline is 16/12/2025 (*). 
Clarification: could you please clarify the deadline of the tender?
	The deadline is 16.12.2025, corrected in the tender documentation.

	13
	8
	States “The bidder has the right to present its Bid documentation in an individual videoconference to be held with the Ministry.”. The quality scoring matrix for basket 2 explicitly includes a score for the videoconference, whereas basket 1 does not. Are there points available for in basket 1 for a videoconference?

	The Ministry clarifies that the option for an individual videoconference with the Tender Committee applies to both Baskets.
For Basket 1, participation in the videoconference is optional and subject to the Ministry’s discretion.
While it does not constitute a separate scored criterion, the Committee may, at its sole discretion, consider the professional impression gained during the presentation as part of the overall qualitative assessment (up to 10% of the quality score, as indicated in the evaluation criteria).
For Basket 2, the videoconference presentation constitutes a formal component of the quality evaluation matrix and will be scored accordingly but participation in the Video Conference is not mandatory requirements..
The detailed schedule of videoconferences for both Baskets will be announced on the Ministry’s website no later than December 16, 2025, by 18:00.
This clarification is provided solely for interpretive purposes and does not amend or modify the Tender Documents.


	14
	8
	If bidding for both baskets, will a separate videoconference be required for each basket?
	The Ministry clarifies that the videoconference presentations for Basket 1 and Basket 2 will be held separately, as each Basket constitutes a distinct and independently evaluated tender process.
For Basket 1, participation in the videoconference remains optional and subject to the Ministry’s discretion. Where such a meeting is held, the Committee may, at its sole discretion, consider the professional impression formed during the presentation as part of the overall qualitative assessment (up to 10% of the quality score).
For Basket 2, the videoconference presentation is scored component of the quality evaluation, as specified in the Tender Documents.
Bidders submitting proposals for both Baskets will therefore be invited to two separate videoconferences, one for each Basket. For scheduling efficiency, the Ministry may, at its discretion, arrange both meetings on the same or consecutive days, while maintaining full procedural separation and independent evaluation for each Basket.
The detailed schedule of videoconferences will be announced on the Ministry’s website no later than December 16, 2025, by 18:00.

	15
	8.1  pg.24
	Please define the depth for ultra-deep water
	The Ministry clarifies that, in accordance with internationally accepted offshore classifications (including those of the American Petroleum Institute (API), the International Association of Drilling Contractors (IADC), and the U.S. Department of Energy), the term “Ultra Deep-Water” shall refer to offshore petroleum or gas operations conducted in water depths exceeding approximately 1,800–2,000 meters.
This clarification is provided for interpretation purposes only and does not amend the Tender Documents.


	16
	Section 8.2 stage 2 #3
	2.2g prequalification conditions states “The Bidder has provided consulting for at least 10 E&P projects”, but the scoring table gives 5 points to 5-9 projects. Suggest that section 2.2g be changed to align with the scoring table.
	Corrected in the tender documentation, section 8.2, Qualification Score table, item 4: 
Experience of the Bidder in providing the required services (described briefly in Appendix A2) to the Global NOC & IOC companies listed in the top 50 places in the most recent edition of Energy Intelligence Top 100 and/or S&P Global Commodity Insights' Top 250 Global Energy Company Rankings and/or government ministries or regulatory agencies, with regard to E&P projects with a total budget of at least $2 billion:


	17
	Section 8.2 stage 2 #8
	Can you please provide more information on topics to be covered in the videoconference presentation and questions that will be asked of the Bidder?
	The Ministry clarifies that for Basket 1, the videoconference, if held, will serve as an opportunity for the Evaluation Committee to gain a professional impression of the proposed team and its project management approach.
The presentation is not intended to introduce new requirements or modify the Bid but to allow clarification and elaboration of the proposal already submitted.
The Committee may invite the Bidder to address topics such as:
– the project management and coordination approach;
– team mobilization readiness and logistical capabilities (e.g., 5-day deployment requirement);
– relevant case studies or regulatory oversight projects;
– the Bidder’s experience in safety, environmental, and operational supervision of offshore petroleum facilities; and
– interaction with governmental or regulatory bodies.
The specific format and questions will be determined by the Ministry at its discretion and communicated to invited Bidders in advance of the videoconference.
.
Basket 2: As it is written in “Qualification” table, item 8, page 28 the VC will cover project management approach (including but not limited): 
– experience and expertise of PM and major Experts;
– team mobilization time for the Work Order review, completion and project initialization/execution ;
– projects/cases/studies  with added value for the clients or O&G society;
– experience of doing service for governmental organization. 

This clarification does not amend or modify the Tender Documents


	18
	A1.4-A1.6  pg.37,38
	Item A1.4.4 and A2.4.4 and A1.4.5 and A2.4.5 specifies that the Project Manager will provide a proposed project plan and assign the Experts that will carry out the tasks and then the Ministry will approve the plan, although may ask for modifications. 
But then in items A1.5,6. A2.5,6. it says the Ministry may determine which of the team members will be assigned to each of the tasks defined by the Ministry, this contradicts items A1.4.4/A2.4.4 and A1.5.4/A2.4.4. Is the process - project proposal and allocation of staff by Project Manager and then approval by the Ministry, as written in item A1.4.4/A2.4.4 correct?
	The Ministry clarifies that the process for defining and approving the consulting team and the Work Plan shall be as follows:
1. The Project Manager (PM), appointed by the Consultant, shall prepare a proposed Work Plan including the allocation of Experts and team members who are intended to carry out the consulting tasks.
2. The Ministry shall review and approve the proposed Work Plan and team composition in writing prior to the commencement of any work. The Ministry may request modifications or replacements of team members as it deems necessary to ensure compliance with professional and regulatory standards.
3. Upon the Ministry’s written approval, the Consultant’s PM shall have managerial discretion to coordinate day-to-day activities and internal task allocations within the approved team.
In other words, the Project Manager is responsible for the division of work between the team members, but the Ministry may request that changes be made in accordance with its requirements.
This clarification is provided solely for interpretive purposes and does not amend the Tender Documents.


	19
	A1.5  pg.37
	The Ministry’s approval of the scope of working hours detailed in the project plan does not in any way constitute any commitment by the Ministry to secure services from any of the team members for any minimal number of work hours. Furthermore, the Ministry shall be entitled to set the quota of hours required for each task at its own discretion.
	In accordance with Section A1.4, the number of work hours for each project shall be included in the confirmation of the Work Order provided by the Project Manager, and approved by the Ministry. This number will represent the maximum number of work hours eligible for payment under the project. In the event that the Consultant wishes to modify the approved Work Plan, including with regard to the number of work hours, these modifications will require the Ministry’s prior written approval.
If the Ministry does not approve an updated Work Plan or scope modification proposed by the Consultant, the Consultant shall continue to perform its services in accordance with the last Work Plan formally approved in writing by the Ministry.
The Ministry may request additional information or revisions before granting approval and reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to determine whether a proposed change is necessary or justified in light of regulatory priorities and operational needs.
In exceptional circumstances—such as force majeure events, security situations, or regulatory changes—the Ministry may, at its discretion, initiate or approve corresponding adjustments to the Work Plan.
This clarification is provided solely for interpretive purposes and does not amend the Tender Documents.


	20
	A2.4(10)
	“The Consultant shall monitor project activity constantly” – please change this to “regularly”
	Section A1.4.10 / A2.4.10 – Clarification regarding the term “constantly monitor project activity” (Baskets 1 and 2)
The Ministry clarifies that the requirement for the Consultant to “monitor project activity constantly” is intended to ensure continuous and systematic oversight of the work, in accordance with the approved Work Plan and the reporting obligations defined in the Tender.
For the avoidance of doubt, the term “constantly” does not imply uninterrupted or real-time physical monitoring, but rather ongoing supervision and coordination carried out on a regular basis, through the reporting mechanisms defined in the Tender — including weekly status reports and monthly performance reports, as specified in Appendices A1.5.1 / A2.5.1, A1.5.10 / A2.5.10, and B7.6.
As written in Appendix A, A 2.5.1. and A.2.9: “Consultant will submit a weekly status report each Monday which includes a list of major activities and any major deviation from the project proposal as approved by the Ministry”
As it is written in Appendix A 2.5.10 and B. 7.6: “The Consultant will submit on the last day of each month a “Monthly Project Performance Report" detailing the activities performed and time spent within the planned scope of the projects as approved by the Ministry”. That report is important for the payments.
This clarification applies to both Basket 1 and Basket 2 and is intended solely for interpretive purposes. It does not amend or modify the Tender Documents.


	21
	B2.3 pg.46
	Our insurers request this be modified to   'with reasonable skill and care.' Any requirement for 'best practice' invalidates our insurance policies.
	The Ministry acknowledges the Bidder’s concern regarding the use of the term “best practice standards.”
Accordingly, the Ministry clarifies as follows:
· For Basket 1:
The Ministry agrees to amend the clause to align with the internationally accepted formulation.
The revised text shall read as follows:
“The Consultant shall perform all Services in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, and with reasonable skill and care.”
This wording is considered sufficient to ensure professional performance under the scope of Basket 1, while maintaining consistency with professional liability insurance frameworks.
· For Basket 2:
The Ministry maintains the original wording requiring performance in accordance with “best practice standards.”
This requirement reflects the critical nature of the professional evaluations and regulatory advisory functions included in Basket 2, which correspond to the same standards demanded by the Ministry from license holders and operators under the Petroleum Law.
Therefore, adherence to “best practice” is an integral component of the technical and evaluative expectations forming part of the qualification and scoring criteria for Basket 2.


	22
	B5.2 pg.46
	In our experience, banks will define the wording of the Performance Guarantee letter and will not allow the provision of alternative wording. Noting the requirement for a bank taken from the list in 5.1, please confirm that the wording provided by the Bank will be acceptable.
	The Ministry notes the Bidder’s comment.
The Performance Guarantee shall be provided in accordance with the form attached as Appendix K1/K2 to the Tender.
However, the Ministry acknowledges that in practice, commercial banks and financial institutions may use their own standard wording for guarantees. Therefore, the Ministry will accept a Performance Guarantee issued on the bank’s standard template provided that:
· it preserves the same substantive provisions as Appendix K1/K2, including unconditional, autonomous, and irrevocable payment upon written demand by the Ministry within seven (7) days; and
· it is issued by a bank meeting the requirements set forth in Section 5.1 of the Tender.
The Bidder may provide a template for the Performance Guarantee for the Ministry's review up to seven (7) days before the Submission Deadline. Any Performance Guarantee that is not in accordance with the form attached as Appendix K1/K2 to the Tender and that has not been reviewed and approved by the Ministry may be deemed unacceptable and this may result in the disqualification of the Bid, subject to the Ministry's sole discretion. 

	23
	B6.6 pg.47
	Our insurers request this be modified to 'with reasonable skill and care.' Any requirement for 'highest degree of professional skill and expertise' invalidates our insurance policies.
	The Ministry has reviewed the Bidder’s comment.
· For Basket 1:
The Ministry agrees to align the wording with the standard formulation commonly used in international consultancy agreements.
The clause shall therefore be amended to read:
“The Services and all deliverables hereunder shall be performed with reasonable skill and care, and in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations.”
· For Basket 2:
The Ministry maintains the original wording requiring that services and deliverables be provided with “the highest degree of professional skill and expertise.” Under those the Ministry means that the Consultant takes responsibility for the implementation of the project in accordance with “Best international practice”: Best International Petroleum Industry Practices” means practises in accordance with the most up to date international standards that are generally accepted in the international petroleum industry for the conduct of petroleum activities taking into account the relevant safety, economic, technological and environmental aspects. 



	24
	B7.2 pg.48
	The hourly rate as proposed by Consultant in its Price Quote in Appendix C1/C2 is final and absolute and shall not be subject to any price increases, indexes or Accountant General updates, for the entire Term of Agreement.
	As a rule, the hourly rates quoted by the Consultant in its Price Proposal (Appendix C1/C2) shall remain fixed and final for the entire duration of the Agreement.
However, in the event of a material increase in the officially published Consumer Price Index (CPI) or another comparable inflation index, the Consultant may, once per calendar year, submit a reasoned written request for a rate review.
Any such request shall be considered in good faith by the Ministry, at its sole and absolute discretion, taking into account all relevant circumstances, including budgetary constraints and prevailing market conditions.
The submission of such a request shall not suspend or delay the Consultant’s obligation to perform the Services.
For the avoidance of doubt, no automatic indexation or entitlement to any adjustment shall apply, and any modification, if approved, shall require the Ministry’s prior written consent.


	25
	B9.0 pg.49
	We request a single break clause after 3 years to allow Consultant to terminate at that time with 90 days notice. Would this be acceptable?
	The Ministry notes the Bidder’s request.
The contractual framework under the Tender is based on continuity of professional services throughout the entire duration of the Agreement, which may extend up to six (6) years.
Accordingly, the Consultant shall not have the right to terminate the Agreement for convenience or at will.
The Ministry therefore confirms that no break clause or unilateral termination option for the Consultant shall be included in the Agreement.
Termination may occur only under the specific circumstances expressly provided in the Agreement (e.g., breach, force majeure, or termination by the Ministry for public interest reasons).


	26
	


B12.1 pg.52
	

Please clarify the territorial extent of this clause. Is this intended to be apply globally, or limited to the jurisdiction of the Ministry only?
	
The Ministry clarifies that the intention of Clause B12.1 is not to apply the conflict-of-interest restrictions globally, but rather to limit their scope to activities conducted within the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Energy of the State of Israel, or to entities regulated by the Ministry under Israeli law.
Accordingly, any engagement or work performed by the Consultant with entities, companies, or clients outside the jurisdiction of the State of Israel shall not, in itself, be considered a conflict of interest, provided that such entities have no direct or indirect connection to entities holding, applying for, or controlling rights, licenses, or permits regulated by the Ministry of Energy in Israel.
For the avoidance of doubt, in any case where there is uncertainty as to the existence or likelihood of a potential conflict of interest, the Consultant shall consult in advance with the Ministry of Energy and obtain its written position before proceeding, in order to ensure that no conflict of interest or compromise of professional independence arises under the Agreement.

	27
	B13.1 pg.52
	Our insurers request this be modified to 'prepared with reasonable skill and care.' Any requirement for 'expertly prepared, comprehensive and exhaustive with regard to the subject matter, high quality & fit for purpose' invalidates our insurance policies.
	The Ministry clarifies that the intention of Clause B13.1 is to ensure that all deliverables meet a professional and reliable standard appropriate to the nature of the services under each Basket.
· For Basket 1:
The Ministry agrees to adjust the wording in order to align with the standard formulation commonly used in international consultancy agreements.
The clause shall therefore be amended to read as follows:
“All deliverables provided by the Consultant shall be prepared with reasonable skill and care, and in accordance with all applicable laws, regulations, and professional standards customary for such services.”
This amendment preserves the requirement for high-quality, professional deliverables, while maintaining consistency with internationally accepted liability and insurance practices.
· For Basket 2:
The Ministry maintains the original wording, requiring that all deliverables be “expertly prepared, comprehensive and exhaustive, of high quality, and fit for purpose.”
This higher standard reflects the regulatory and evaluative nature of the work under Basket 2, where the deliverables constitute a substantive input into the Ministry’s official decision-making processes under the Petroleum Law and therefore necessitate the highest level of professional diligence and accuracy.


	28
	B14
	Section 1.4. states that “The insurance will be expanded to cover the State of Israel - The Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure, if it is asserted for the occurrence of any work accident / occupational disease that they bear any employer’s liability towards any of the employees of the Consultant, contractors, subcontractors in its service.”
Clarification: If insurers are unwilling to accept this clause will the Ministry consider waving this clause? 
	[bookmark: _Hlk212638994]This clause is relevant only if employer's liability insurance is procured. Accordingly, it is agreed that the clause shall be amended as follows:
"Only in respect of employer's liability insurance- The insurance will be expanded to cover the State of Israel - The Ministry of Energy, if it is asserted for the occurrence of any work accident / occupational disease that they bear any employer’s liability towards any of the employees of the Consultant, contractors, subcontractors in its service".


	29
	B14
	Under the agreement Third Party Liability Insurance (or CGL or any other equivalent insurance)
2.1.	The Consultant will ensure their liability under the states of the State of Israel through third party liability insurance for physical injury and property damage (including consequential damage due to property damage) for its activity throughout the State of Israel and the held territories, including its territorial waters, and any administered territories. It is explained that the Ministry’s approval of the scope of working hours detailed in the project plan does not in any way constitute any commitment by the Ministry to secure services from any of the team members for any minimal number of work hours.  And 
2.5.	The insurance will be expanded to indemnify the State of Israel – The Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure, should they be considered as responsible for acts and/or omissions of the Consultant and/or any persons on its behalf.
Clarification: Can the Ministry consider changing to
The Consultant will ensure their liability under the states of the State of Israel through third party liability insurance for physical injury and property damage (including consequential damage due to property damage) for its activity throughout the State of Israel and the held territories, including its territorial waters, and any administered territories the State of Israel – The Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure.
This means dropping clause 2.5. 

	It is agreed that Section 2.1 shall be replaced with the section proposed by the Bidder. However, Section 2.5 shall not be deleted but rather updated to read as follows:
2.5. The insurance will be expanded to indemnify the State of Israel – The Ministry of Energy, should they be considered as responsible for acts and/or omissions of the Consultant and/or any persons on its behalf / the State of Israel – The Ministry of Energy shall be add as additional insured.


	30
	B14
	Under 1.4.	The cover under the policy shall be extended to include the following extensions:
a.	Employee fraud and dishonesty 
b.	Loss of documents, including the loss of use and/or delay as a result of an insurance event.
c.	Cross-liability, but coverage shall not apply in respect of the Consultant's claims against The State of Israel - The Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure.
d.	Extension of the period of discovery to at least six months.
e.	Law, jurisdiction and territorial limits shall include the State of Israel and the held territories, its territorial waters, and any administered territories. It is explained that the winning Bidder may be asked to provide services, which may necessitate services to be provided by a subcontractor, approved in advance by the Ministry and contracted by the winning Bidder. 
Clarification: Can the ministry consider dropping this clause as part of the Insurance as it is difficult for insurers to cover this?
	It is agreed that Section 3.4 shall be amended as follows: "The cover under the policy shall be extended to include the following extensions, unless expressly approved otherwise by the State of Israel - the Ministry of Energy due to market conditions"

	31
	B14.1(B,D,G,H) pg.55,56
	No definition of Representation Office is present in Tender documents.  Please clarify definition
	This term applies only to entities that hold a Foreign Insurer license in Israel under Section 16 of the Financial Services Supervision Law (Insurance), 5741-1981, and are required to have a Representation Office in Israel under Section 16(b) of the same law.


	32
	B15.3 pg.58
	Our insurers will not accept this clause. Is it possible to include a cap on liability equal to the fees (or some multiple of) received by the Consultant under the Agreement, which would allow our insurance to respond.
	The Ministry clarifies that the provisions of Clause B15.3 shall remain as stated in the Tender Documents.
The Consultant shall indemnify and hold harmless the Ministry for any damage, loss, payment, or expense incurred by the Ministry as a result of any act or omission of the Consultant or anyone acting on its behalf, in accordance with the Agreement.
The Ministry will not introduce a monetary cap or limitation on the Consultant’s liability or indemnification obligations.
For the avoidance of doubt, the Consultant’s professional liability insurance, as required under Appendix D (Insurance Requirements), shall serve as the minimum financial coverage supporting the Consultant’s ability to meet its indemnification obligations under this clause.
This clarification is consistent with the State of Israel’s standard contractual framework, as established by the Accountant General of the Ministry of Finance, and ensures the Ministry’s full protection under Israeli law while maintaining compatibility with recognized insurance practices.


	33
	G1 pg.69
	For sub-contractors does this mean 6 months after the termination of their contract with us, rather than the end of the contract with the Ministry?
	The Ministry clarifies that the provisions of Clause G1 apply to the Consultant and all proposed sub-contractors and experts for a period of six (6) months after the expiration of the Consultant's agreement with the Ministry.
If certain experts previously provided consultancy services to the Ministry in the field of safety or regulatory oversight of petroleum facilities, and such work was limited to professional advice provided remotely, including periodic on-site audits on behalf of the Ministry, their participation under this Tender shall not be considered a conflict of interest, provided that:
· the prior engagement is fully disclosed in the proposal;
· the experts sign a conflict-of-interest and confidentiality declaration confirming that they will not review or assess their own prior work; and
· the Ministry approves their participation under a conflict management arrangement to ensure that no actual conflict arises.



	34
	G1 pg.69
	Please define the area - is it Israel?
	The Ministry clarifies that the term “in the area” in Clause G1 refers to the territory of the State of Israel and any offshore zones under Israeli jurisdiction or regulatory responsibility, including the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) where petroleum and natural gas activities are conducted under Israeli law and supervision.
Accordingly, the conflict-of-interest declaration applies to any professional, commercial, or contractual relationship with stakeholders operating within or in connection with Israel’s petroleum and natural gas sector, whether onshore or offshore.


	35
	G1 pg.69
	Are we correct to assume this relates to work in Israel only?
	The Ministry clarifies that the conflict-of-interest provisions under Clause G1 apply to any work or engagement with entities regulated by the Ministry of Energy of Israel, as well as with their parent companies, subsidiaries, or affiliates, to the extent that such work relates to petroleum or natural gas operations under Israeli regulatory supervision.
For the avoidance of doubt, this restriction does not apply to work performed for a parent company, subsidiary, or affiliate of a regulated entity in connection with projects or operations entirely outside Israel and unrelated to activities regulated by the Ministry, provided that such relationships are fully disclosed in the proposal.


	36
	Appendix M 
	Can you please review this and confirm that it will be accepted by the Ministry?
Date: XX	
To:
The Government of Israel on behalf of the State of Israel through the Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure (hereinafter: “beneficiary”)

Re: Bid Guarantee ref. XX (hereinafter ”guarantee”)
the "Underlying Transaction": 
Basket 1: Upstream Oil and Gas Auditing, Inspection, HSE consulting services in Israel 
Basket 2: Consulting services for Evaluation and Advisory Services with regard to Hydrocarbon Resources and Reserves and Gas Storage Planning in Israel

At the request of 		[name of Bidder, Member or Parent Company to be inserted] whose registered address is 	, (hereinafter "Applicant"), we, HSBC Bank Plc, Israel Branch (hereinafter “Guarantor”),  hereby guarantee to pay to you any sum up to the amount of xx_______ New Israeli Shekels (In words:_XX_____ NIS) (hereinafter "Amount of the Guarantee").
We undertake to pay you, upon your first original written and purportedly signed demand, made by registered mail or courier, to our address mentioned above below, any sum specified in such demand up to the Amount of the Guarantee, immediately and no later than seven (7) bank business days from the date of receipt of your demand.
Your demand for payment of the Amount of the Guarantee may be affected in stages, and payments will be executed in accordance with your demand, provided that the overall total of the payments does not exceed the Amount of the Guarantee.
Each demand for payment under this guarantee must be received by us in writing at our address as follows:
HSBC Bank Plc, Israel Branch, Amot Atrium building – 30th floor, 2 Jabotinsky St., Ramat Gan 5250501, Israel.Demand sent to us / received by us via facsimile or email shall not be considered as a demand in writing according to this guarantee.
Our undertaking pursuant to this guarantee is autonomous and unconditional and you will not be obligated to explain, reason or prove your demand or first demand payment from the Applicant.
This Bank Guarantee may not be transferred, endorsed and/or assigned.
This guarantee shall remain valid until the closing hours to the public on 28/02/2027[footnoteRef:1] (the "Expiry Date"), whether the original has been returned to us or not. [1: ] 

Any demand for payment, must reach our offices, on or before the Expiry Date, at the latest, whether it is a business day or not.
After the Expiry Date this Bank Guarantee will automatically become null and void
This Bank Guarantee shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Israel. 
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